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Who’s who - OECD meeting on Mining Regions* 

Claudia Serrano – Chilean Ambassador to the OECD 
Ambassador Claudia Serrano took up her duties as Permanent Representative 
of Chile to the OECD in April 2014.  Ms. Serrano holds BD in Sociology from 
the Catholic University of Chile and a PhD in Sociology from the École de 
Hautes Études Sociales (Paris). Ms. Serrano held several top-level positions in 
the first administration of President Michelle Bachelet. She was 
Undersecretary of Regional and Administrative Development within the 
Ministry of the Interior and, from 2008 to 2010, she served as Minister of 
Labour and Social Security. Ms. Serrano has extensive experience as a 
consultant and researcher in the design and implementation of public 
policies, particularly concerning decentralisation, regional development and 
poverty alleviation.  

Karen Rojo Venegas – Mayor of Antofagasta City, Chile 
Karen Rojo Venegas has a degree in Chemistry and Pharmacy from the 
Catholic University of the North, a Master Degree in Pharmaceutical Care and 
a Doctorate in Pharmacy from the University of Granada, Spain. She has 
worked as a professor at several Universities.  She took office as Mayor of the 
City of Antofagasta in 2012 and was re-elected for her second term in 2016.   

Cristian Rodríguez Salas - Public Policies Institute, Chile 
Cristian Rodríguez Salas served as Governor of Antofagasta’s Region between 
2007 and 2010, as Regional Secretary of Planning between 2006 and 2007.  
Since 2013, he has been the Director of the Public Policies Institute at the 
Catholic University of the North, located in Antofagasta, Chile. He has a 
Masters in Urban and Territorial Development from the Urban Studies 
Institute, Catholic University of Chile, and a history degree from the Catholic 
University of Chile.  

Jose Enrique Garcilazo – OECD 
Jose Enrique Garcilazo is the Head of Unit for the Rural and Regional 
Development Programme within the Regional Development Policy Division at 
the OECD. His work has mainly focused in the areas of regional 
competitiveness, measuring the performance of regions and understating the 
key factors for growth at the regional level and their impact on aggregate 
performance. He obtained a doctoral degree from the University of Texas at 
Austin at the LBJ School of Public Affairs. 

Ramón Espinasa – Inter American Development Bank (IADB) 
Ramón Espinasa is the General Coordinator of the Extractive Sector Initiative 
at the Infrastructure and Energy Sector of the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IADB). For twenty years, up to 1999 worked at Petróleos de Venezuela 
(PDVSA) where he was Chief Economist between 1992 and 1999. Dr. Espinasa, 
is an Industrial Engineer from Universidad Católica Andrés Bello in Caracas 
(1974) and holds degrees of Ph.D. (1984) and M. Phil (1980) in Energy 
Economics and Economic Development from the University of Cambridge and 
a Master in Economic Development from the Institute of Social Studies in The 
Hague (1979).   

*Last updated: 31 August 2017.
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Susan Lasecki-Coiro – BHP Billiton 
Susan Lasecki-Coiro is an experienced executive and change management 
expert, who is passionate about empowering people and sustainability. She 
has held leadership positions in Corning, Castrol, BP, and Anglo American and 
founded a renewable energy company called Hope Energy. She recently 
joined BHP with responsibility for its cluster program. Susan has a degree in 
Industrial Engineering from Virginia Tech, a degree in Business from Fredonia 
State University and completed the Advance Management Program at MIT. 

 

Eberhard Falck –  WEFalck Scientific Advisory and Expert 
Services, France 
Prof. Falck trained as geologist in Germany and Switzerland and obtained his 
PhD in geochemistry from TU Darmstadt, Germany, in 1988. He has worked at 
the British Geological Survey, Italian and British consultancies, the IAEA 
(Vienna, A), and the EC’s Joint Research Centre Petten (NL). From 2009 to 
2015 he was professor at the UVSQ in Versailles. Since 2011 he is a visiting 
professor at the Ecole de Mines in Nantes. He is currently an independent 
scientific advisor. His teaching and research concerns mainly the science-
society interface, sustainability and stakeholder issues in mining, and the 
long-term management of mining legacies. 

 

Anthony Bebbington – Clark University (Untied States) and the 
University of Melbourne (Australia) 
Anthony Bebbington is Higgins Professor of Environment and Society and 
Director of the Graduate School of Geography at Clark University and a 
Professor in Geography and Resource Management at the University of 
Melbourne. He is also a Research Associate of the Centro Peruano de Estudios 
Sociales, Peru, a Professorial Research Fellow at the University of Manchester, 
and a member of the US National Academy of Sciences. Tony’s work 
addresses the political ecology of rural change with a particular focus on 
extractive industries and socio-environmental conflicts, social movements, 
indigenous organizations, and livelihoods. He has worked throughout South 
and Central America, though primarily in Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia, and more 
recently in El Salvador. 

 

Fiona Haslam Mckenzie – University of Western Australia, 
Australia 
Professor Fiona Haslam McKenzie was educated in Western Australia and the 
United States and has a varied academic background including a PhD in 
political geography, researching the socio-economic impacts of the 
restructuring of the agricultural industry. Fiona has extensive experience in 
population and socio-economic change, housing, regional economic 
development and analysis of remote, regional and urban socio-economic 
indicators. She has published widely and undertaken work for the corporate 
and small business sectors both nationally and in Western Australia as well 
conducting work for government. Fiona has served on several government 
and private sector boards. In 2015, she was appointed co-director of the 
Centre for Regional Development at the University of Western Australia. 
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 David Freshwater – University of Kentucky, United States 
David Freshwater is a professor at the University of Kentucky, with 
appointments in the Department of Agricultural Economics and in the Martin 
School of Public Administration and Public Policy. He is a long term consultant 
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in 
Paris, and in 2009 was Head of their Rural Policy Programme.  His main 
research areas are rural and agricultural policy in North America and Europe. 
Currently, he is focusing on factors that influence economic progress in rural 
areas, including innovation, access to finance and workforce development. 
Prior to joining the University of Kentucky he was a senior economist on the 
Staff of the Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. Congress, and before that a 
member of the professional staff of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.  

 

Kristiina Jokelainen – Regional Council of Lapland, Finland 
Ms Kristiina Jokelainen is working in the Regional Council of Lapland as senior 
adviser, coordinating the implementation of regional Smart Specialisation and 
related EU level collaboration. Kristiina Jokelainen, MSc, has 20 years’ 
experiences with working on economic, research and innovation development 
projects or multi-sector cooperation activities in Finland, Eastern European, 
Central Asian and EU Countries. During her working career, she has been in 
charge or involved over 300 different development projects funded mainly by 
EC. She has a long-term expertise in development organisational capacity and 
competences on local and regional authorities and other public 
structures, development of public involvement and partnership models and 
developing and coordinating regional innovation systems for SME 
development. 

 

Craig Perkins – Regional Development Australia Tasmania, 
Australia 
Craig has previously worked in local government (7 years) and now in regional 
development (13 years), including the last 10 years as CEO for the Regional 
Development Australia Tasmania Committee. Over this 20-year period, Craig 
has worked with communities to support their strategic development, 
focusing on economic growth and improving social capacity. Craig has a 
Bachelor of Commerce (Marketing and International Business), Master of 
Business Management, is a graduate of the Tasmanian Leaders Program, and 
has also been awarded a Diploma for successfully completing the AICD 
Company Directors course. Craig is also an elected member with the Meander 
Valley Council for almost 8 years, including the last 6 as mayor. 

 

Paul Lindwall – Australian Government Productivity 
Commission 
Paul Lindwall is a full-time Commissioner, appointed for a five-year term 
commencing on 1 January 2015. Paul is currently responsible for the 
Commission’s work on the geographic impacts of the Australian economy 
following the resources investment boom. Paul has served as a senior official 
with the Australian Treasury, the Department of Finance and the Productivity 
Commission with a focus on macroeconomic policy, financial markets, 
industry policy, national security and social policy. He has represented 
Australia at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) and as a diplomatic representative to the European Union, Belgium 
and Luxembourg. Paul has also worked as a consultant to the Office of the 
Secretary-General and the Public Governance Directorate at the OECD. 

 


